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(57) Abstract: The present invention relates to video trans- 
mission systems and provides a method of providing visual 
information to a viewer, comprising the steps of: (a) receiv- 
ing at a receiver, a stream of video data transmitted ftom 
a video camera; (b) receiving and monitoring the stream 
at a server connected to the receiver; (c) transmitting the 
stream from the server to one or more remote viewers over 
a communications networlc; and (d) transmitting a snapshot 
image to one or more remote viewers in response to the de- 
tection of a characteristic in the stream. The invention finds 
application in areas such as the online presentation and sale 
of goods and services. 
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